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SHORT REPORT

IDENTITY OF THE HOME RANGES OF BROWN SKUAS
Catharacta antarctica lonnbergi (AVES: STERCORARIIDAE)
COLLECTED IN THE NORTHERN INDIAN OCEAN

REX I. DE SILVA
Hepporawatte, Dampe, Madapatha, Piliyandala.
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Tarsus lengths of Brown Skuas Catharacta antarctia lonnbergi are a reliable guide to their home
ranges. Birds from Antarctica have short tarsi, those from the sub-Antarctica islands (Crozet, Kerguelen,
Heard, Amsterdam Is. etc.) have longer tarsi whereas the New Zealand populations possess the longest
tarsi of all (Fumess 1987).
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Fig. 1 Map showing the distribution of distinctive populations of Brown Skuas Catharacta
antarctia lonnbergi in the Indian Ocean and adjacent regions.

Brown Skuas frequently stray (migrate?) into the northern Indian Ocean. In order to determine
the home ranges of these birds, tarsus measurements of five specimens from Sri Lanka and one from
India (Tab. I) were compared with the corresponding measurements of Antarctic, sub-Antarctic and New
Zealand birds (Tab. II). A comparison of tarsus lengths in tables I and II shows clearly that the birds
do not come from Antarctica. However tarsus lengths indicate that the birds could come from the sub-
Antarctic islands, New Zealand or possibly both regions.






