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Most birdwatchers are familiar with the Little Stint
Calidris minuta, an annual winter visitor which reaches
Sri Lanka in large numbers by way of the Central Asian
Flyway. Little Stints are largely replaced on the East Asian
Flyway by a closely related species the Rufous-necked
Stint Calidris ruficollis which breeds in Northern Russia
and winters in East and South-east Asia, Australia and
New Zealand. Until recently this species had not been
recorded from Sri Lanka.

On the afternoon of 11 February 1996 I was observing
a large flock of Little Stints in winter plumage at the
Bundala salt pans, when I noticed a discrepant bird
within the flock. I recognized it as a Rufous-necked Stint
in breeding plumage. (I was familiar with the species
having observed it some years earlier at Samut Sakhon,
Thailand). A short description follows.

Size and shape much like Little Stint. Face, throat and
upper breast, brick-red. Crown, brick-red with dark
streaks. Scapulars rufous with dark central wedge. Wing
coverts and tertials, greyish with lighter fringes. Breast,
belly, flanks and vent region, whitish. (The breast had a
few dark spots below the rufous upper breast). The bill
and legs were black.

The bird differed from Little Stints in breeding
plumage in that the chin and throat were brick-red, not
whitish, the yellowish line at the edge of the mantle

Figure 1. A Rufous-necked Stint in breeding plumage. (Photo.
John Holmes).
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(present in breeding Little Stints) was absent and the
brick-red colour was intense (contra. the paler coloration
of the breeding Little Stint).

I observed the bird in good light using a Swarovsky
80 mm telescope at magnifications of 20-60x. The bird,
which was about 30-40 metres away, remained in sight
for ca. 5 minutes after which it flew off. A report of this
observation appeared in Malkoha 3 (2) April-June 1996.
This is the first record of a Rufous-necked Stint in Sri
Lanka.

Rufous-necked Stints in non-breeding plumage are
very similar to, and therefore difficult to separate in the
field from, Little Stints; hence it is entirely possible that
at least some of the “Little Stints” reported each year
could conceivably be Rufous-necked Stints. Almost two
years after my first sighting in Bundala a second bird
was reported from Kirinda Kalapuwa in December 1997.
These observations are interesting as they suggest that
the species may occasionally visit Sri Lanka in very small
numbers.
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Figure 2. A Rufous-necked Stint in pre-breeding plumage.
(Photo. Mrs. Terri Allen).
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