mong the important diagnostic features for

separating the Australian Stilt Himantopus

eucocephalus from its congeners, including
the nominate Black-winged Stilt Himantopus h.
himantopus, is the presence of elongated feathers
on the hindneck forming a prominent ridge in the
Australian species (Hayman, Marchant & Prater
1987, Marchant & Higgins 1990). The study
described here sought to test the view held by a
few observers that nominate Black-winged Stilts
in Sri Lanka possess prominent feathered hindneck
ridges similar to (and therefore easily confusable
with) those of the Australian species.

Neck feathers of nominate Black-winged Stilts
from Sri Lanka in the Colombo Museum (Nos.
273B, 273C, 273D, 273F, 273G, 2731, 273K, 273N,
2730, 273P, 273R, 273U, 273V and 273W) were
measured as shown in Figure 1. Neck feathers of
Australian Stilts in the Museum of Victoria,
Australia (Nos. 5798, 5810, 5811, 5812, 5813, 7206,
8180, 8181, B11214 and R6350) were measured in a
similar manner.

Hindneck (HN)

Sideneck (SN)

Fig 1. Shows positions on neck at which feathers were
measured (nominate bird shown).

5

Rex L. De Silva, 31 Démpe, Madapatha, Piliyandala sensei@dialogsl.net

g f ! " 1 il et
Fig 2. A nominate Black-winged Still from Sri Lanka.

Three specimens of nominate Black-winged Stilts
in the collection of the Museum of Victoria (No.
B16806 from India, B16808 from China and B16809
from North Africa) were also measured for
comparative purposes. The mean neck feather
lengths of these birds fall within the range of the
Sri Lanka data (HN 14.0mm, SN 13.3mm).
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Fig 3. An Australian Stilt

Table 1: Measurements of Stilt neck feathers

H. h. himantopus H. leucocephalus
(n=14) (n =10)

Sri Lanka Australia
Hindneck range 9 -15mm 15 - 20mm
Hindneck mean 12.3mm 18.0mm
Sideneck range 8 - 19mm 12 - 16mm
Sideneck mean 12.5mm 14.0mm
HN / SN feather index 1.00 1.3
Note: HN = hindneck, SN = sideneck
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