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COMMON QUAIL  							     
Coturnix coturnix 
S: fmdÿ msrsjgqjd T: fhil

20cm.
General plumage brown. 
Head well striped. Crown and 
supercilium buff. Upperparts 
and scapulars dark brown with 
clear lanceolate buff streaks. 
Underparts dirty white. Male: 
Often has an anchor-shaped black 
mark on the throat, alternatively 

throat is reddish-brown. Habitat: Grasslands, scrub, cultivation. Status: 
Presence uncertain. Bligh recorded two birds at Yala (Legge, 1880: 191). 
List 3.

RAIN QUAIL				    Plate 1: 3
Coturnix coromandelica 
S: jeys msrsjgqjd T: fUq;fhil

18cm.
Pale brown plumage with black 
and yellowish-buff  streaks. 
Male: Jet black marks on face 
and throat. Cheeks white. Upper 
breast black. Black streaks on 
underside. Female: Chin and 
throat creamy buff. Breast spotted 
with black. Habitat: Dry scrub, 

grasslands, cultivation. Distribution: All zones. Status: Very rare vagrant. 
Several sight records. (CBCN 2001, Dec: 198; 2002, Dec: 240; Phillips,1978: 
21). List 1.

BLUE QUAIL (Blue-breasted Quail)		  Plate 1: 4
Coturnix  chinensis (sub-spp: C.c. chinensis)
S: ks,a msrsjgqjd T: ePykhu;Gf;fhil 

15cm. 
Male: Upperparts brown with 
buff, reddish brown and black 
marks.  Forehead, supercilium 
and sides of neck slaty blue. 
Throat and upper breast with 
black and white marking.  
Lower breast and flanks slaty 
hue, abdomen and rest reddish-

brown. Female: Brown, breast and flanks barred with black. Broader, light 
buffy-rufous eyebrow. Habitat: Grasslands, scrub. Distribution: All zones. 
Frequents open grasslands especially in the DZ, less so in the WZ. Status: 
Common. Uncommon  in the HC. BrR. List 1.
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