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Thank you very much for a great 2010
and looking forward to 2011

Cristi Marie C. Nozawa — Regional Director, BirdLife Asia
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Following the very busy International Year of
Biodiversity, we are now entering the International Year
of Forests. The United Nations General Assembly has
declared 2011 as the International Year of Forests and this
is coordinated by the United Nations’ Forum on Forests.

After almost 20 years. I recently revisited forests in the
Southern part of the Sierra Madre mountain range in the
eastern border of the island of Luzon in the Philippines.
Back then, it took 8 hours, depending on the road
conditions, to reach the coastal town of Infanta using the
Sinoloan-Infanta road. I remember the huge boulders our
bus had to pass over. I recall counting 19 trucks holding
only 2-3 huge logs per truck waiting for a bridge to be
fixed along the Sinoloan-Infanta road.

I joined the project team from Haribon Foundation,
BirdLife partner in the Philippines. It took 3 hours
to reach Infanta stopping to take photographs of the
remaining forests along the newly opened Marikina-
Infanta highway. Some sections of the road were
unfinished but much better than what I remembered in the
early 1990s. The forests, as seen from the road remain in
good condition, considering how close it is to Manila. But
alongside the roads were newly built homes by migrants
and I wonder how long before these migrants start to clear
more forests.

Sierra Madre has a very high biodiversity with the
magnificent Philippine Eagle topping the list. Fewer
studies (as compared to Mindanao) have been conducted to
find out more about the Luzon population of the Philippine
Eagle as well as the wider biodiversity of the area. Recent
surveys by Haribon have confirmed the importance of
these forests for biodiversity conservation. These forests
act as watershed for reservoirs that supply Metro Manila
with its fresh water needs. They also act as a buffer for the
rest of Luzon from the strong winds and typhoons that is
generated by low pressure in the Pacific Ocean. Biological
diversity and ecosystems services including climate buffer
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are some of the benefits derived from the remaining forests
of the Sierra Madre in Luzon.

With support from the European Union, Ashden,
JIFPRO and other donors, Haribon is working with the
local governments of General Nakar and Infanta towns in
forest valuation and land use planning. This project known
as “Golden Forests project” or Governance and Local
Development in Endangered Forests in the Philippines covers
4 IBAs including the site mentioned here. Haribon, with
support from BirdLife, is working to reduce deforestation
through improving livelihood of local people, increasing
their conservation awareness and capacity, improving forest
management and supporting policy development.

We travelled to join the workshop on forest land use
planning(FLUP) for General Nakar town. We arrived on
the second day of the workshop and observed well informed
participation from the representatives of various stakeholders
including Mang Henry Borrio representing the local Agta
groups.

This was followed by a dialogue with the local NGO and
SAGIBIN, the group of indigenous peoples (4gta) in these
forests. The dialogue was very frank and informative. We
met with Ramsey Astoveza and Aling Conching Calzado of
SAGIBIN. Haribon responded to their requests for support
for their livelihood efforts relating to forest restoration,
the development of their ancestral domain claims and
the strengthening of their indigenous governance system.
Ensuring that the FLUP supports their traditional practices
and the development of their ancestral domain plans was
agreed on. It was also agreed that all organizations working
in their area and with them should co-ordinate and work
together.

This visit reminded me of why we conserve forests,
particularly tropical forests and also renewed my belief that
local people will support forest conservation if they are part
of the solution and not treated as part of the problem. Local
solutions can be found by local BirdLife partners and this is
why the BirdLife Partnership is effective on the ground.

I hope the International Year of Forests will provide each
one of us a chance to visit a forest, breathe in fresh air and
renew our commitment to conserving birds and their habitat
for people.

For more information on the International Year of Forests,
please go to www.un.org/esa/forests/2011.html.

BirdLife Begins Assessment on Biodiversity
Activities by Businesses

BirdLife in Asia’s Touring Photo Exhibition
Finished with Great Success

BirdLife in Asia’s Gala Dinner 2010 Held in Tokyo
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Nagoya Protocol:

The Historic Decision for Global Biodiversity Conservation

Dr. Hum Gurung - Chief Executive Officer, Bird Conservation Nepal
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The Convention on Biological Diversity Conference of
Parties (CBD COP 10) which was held in Nagoya, Japan,
from 18 to 29 October 2010, brought international attention
to effective implementation of the international treaty for
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, as
well as the equitable sharing of the benefits derived from
using the world’s genetic resources. With 193 Parties, the
Convention had participation of 18,000 representatives from
governments, non-governmental organisations, scientists,
indigenous communities, the business community and
other interest groups. The Convention sought to address all
threats to biodiversity and ecosystem services, including
threats from climate change, to scientific assessments, the
development of tools, incentives and processes, the transfer
of technologies and good practices and the full and active
involvement of relevant stakeholders.

The CBD COP 10 was a historic meeting for achieving
its three inter-linked goals:

* Adoption of a new ten year Strategic Plan, the 2020
Target, to guide international and national efforts to
save biodiversity through enhanced action to meet the
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

* A resource mobilisation strategy that provides the way

forward to a substantial increase to current levels of official

development assistance in support of biodiversity, and

* A new international protocol on access to and sharing of
the benefits from the use of genetic resources.

BirdLife International, with strong support from its
national partners and participation from 80 representatives,
advocated the five critical issues that will ‘make or break’
the CBD in Nagoya. The intense debates and negotiations

CBD COP10 Working Group Meeting in Progress
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among the governments finally shaped the way to make the
Nagoya meeting successful in achieving the international
conservation goals. The roles and leadership of the
Japanese host country government was praiseworthy in
making it successful. This brought a promising and fresh
hope for conservationists around the globe to safeguard the
biodiversity in their respective countries.

Among the targets, it is important to note that
governments (Parties):

* Agreed to at least halve and where feasible bring close to
zero the rate of loss of natural habitats including forests;

* Established a target of 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland
water areas and 10 per cent of marine and coastal areas;

* Promised to restore at least 15 percent of degraded areas
through conservation and restoration; and

+ Will make special efforts to reduce the pressures faced by
coral reefs.

One of the significant achievements of the CBD COP
10 was that Parties adopted the Nagoya Protocol on Access
to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing
of Benefits arising from their utilisation. This historic
agreement created a framework that balances access to
genetic resources on the basis of prior informed consent
and mutually agreed terms, with the fair and equitable
sharing of benefits, while taking into account the important
role of traditional knowledge.

International conventions such as the CBD COP 10 will
only be business as usual if we are not all actively engaged
in conserving biodiversity and helping poor communities,
who depend for their livelihoods, at the grassroots level.

If actions are not taken at the community levels then such
international commitments become only empty promises.
BirdLife International, which has national partners in

over 110 countries, can bring lots of changes as they are
strategically located in different countries and have strong
partnerships with their governments. The opportunities
must be tapped to ensure better biodiversity conservation at
local, regional and national levels. It is a high time now to
hit the target 2020 for better biodiversity conservation and
sustainable development.

A CBD side event on impacts of climate change on birds in Asia organized
by BirdLife International and MacArthur Foundation
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BirdLife had a large exhibition stand which promoted the work of the
BirdLife Partnership.
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Revealing the Migratory Behavior of Streaked Shearwater

Using Geolocator

Takashi Yamamoto - 5-year Doctoral Programs, the Graduate University for Advanced Studies
Akinori Takahashi - Associate Professor, National Institute of Polar Research
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Bird migration is an adaptation to seasonal changes in
food supply. Food availability is usually high from spring to
summer, but becomes low in autumn and winter. Therefore,
birds move to habitats that will remain or are becoming
favorable for them. Identifying the movement pattern of birds
is important not only for understanding their ecology, but also
for conservation practices. However, it is often difficult to
track birds’ movement for a long period of time, especially
that of seabirds. Seabirds spend most of time at sea outside the
breeding season, and some species are also known to travel
thousands of kilometers across the equator during non-breeding
period.

Recently, light-based geolocators have been used to
examine bird migration. The geolocator records time, light
intensity, the percentage of time immersed in seawater, and
water temperature at 10-minute intervals for a year. Geographic
locations were estimated using light data; latitudes from the
basis of day length, and longitude from the time of local
midday with respect to Greenwich Mean Time and Julian
day, providing two locations per day (accuracy: 100-200 km).
Using the geolocators, migratory movements as well as activity
patterns (flight or sit on water) of seabirds can be revealed for
an extended period of time, including both breeding and non-
breeding periods.

Streaked Shearwaters Calonectris leucomelas breed on
islands in temperate region of East Asia, and stay in seas
around breeding colonies from March to November. The
breeding biology and foraging behavior of this species during
the breeding period have been well studied. On the other hand,
little is known about their movements and behavior during
the non-breeding period. We attached geolocators on Streaked

A geolocator attached to a Streaked Shearwater
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Shearwaters, breeding on Sangan Island (Iwate, Japan), and
examined their migratory behavior during the non-breeding
period.

During the non-breeding period, Streaked Shearwaters
left seas around the breeding colony in early-mid November,
and migrated to three wintering areas in the tropics: seas off
northern Papua New Guinea, the Arafura Sea (between Papua
New Guinea and Australia) and the South China Sea (3,500-
5,400 km from the colony). Shearwaters spent 3-4 months in
the wintering areas, and returned to the seas around the colony
in mid March. Among the wintering areas, most shearwaters
(ca. 70%) wintered in the seas off northern Papua New Guinea.
Thus, the seas off northern Papua New Guinea are probably a
key wintering area for streaked shearwaters, breeding in Japan.
Then, why did most Streaked Shearwaters winter in this area?

Streaked Shearwaters do not dive (mostly less than
3m), and, therefore, they feed on prey near the sea surface.
Feeding association with subsurface predators, such as large
fish and dolphins, is especially beneficial for such surface-
feeding seabirds, because subsurface predators increase the
availability of prey for seabirds by driving fish to the surface.
The seas off northern Papua New Guinea have one of the
largest fisheries for tunas in the Pacific Ocean. In this respect,
Streaked Shearwaters may be able to feed efficiently on prey
in association with subsurface predators. It may explain their
overwintering occurrence in this region.

Recently, the migratory behavior of various bird species
has been identified using geolocators. We may expect to see
species-specific migratory strategies and biological hotspots,
including both for breeding and non-breeding periods, by
gathering year-around data of bird movements.
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Yamamoto T, Takahashi A, Katsumata N, Sato K, Trathan PN (2010) At-sea
distribution and behavior of streaked shearwaters Calonectris leucomelas
during the non-breeding period. Auk 127: 871-881
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Efforts to Save Chinese Crested Tern from Extinction

Simba Chan - Senior Conservation Officer, BirdLife Asia
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Chinese Crested Tern is the most threatened seabird in
Asia. In 2009, a joint census by conservationists from both
mainland China and Taiwan revealed only 22 birds. In
2010, the highest count was of no more than 15 birds.

The biggest threat to this species at the breeding site is
human persecution. The local habit of eating seabird eggs
had resulted in a massive decline of breeding seabirds in
south-eastern China. Chinese Crested Tern has probably
been saved by there being a restricted area around the Mazu
Islands for the last half-century. As it was long presumed
extinct, there were no strong regulations on protection of
this species, and it is virtually unknown within China, even
to conservation authorities.

In order to highlight concern of this species, BirdLife in
Asia has been working with Wild Bird Society of Zhejiang
and Fujian Bird Watching Society to raise awareness
among local people and governments, and discuss this
issue with the relevant ministries in China. The result is
encouraging, Xiangshan County of Zhejiang Province,
where one of the breeding colonies was found (on Jiushan
islands), has strengthened protection of the seabird colonies
and a warden boat is on guard 24-hours a day during the
breeding season. The county government has taken serious
measures against egg poaching.

BirdLife in Asia supported an international meeting on
seabird conservation and protection of breeding islands
at Xiangshan County from 12 to 14 July 2010 In order to
raise awareness of the Chinese Crested. Seabird experts
from the USA, Japan and Hong Kong were invited to share
their experience on management of seabird colonies and
prevention of invasive species (especially rodents), and
representatives from the State Forestry Administration,
State Oceanic Administration, National Bird Banding
Center and other provincial agencies on wildlife
conservation and marine protected area management were
also presented and discussed the future of cooperation. This
is the first ever meeting on seabird conservation in China,
and it is timely as China has just approved and announced
a Law on Island Protection in December 2009.

At this meeting all parties agreed to strengthen
coordination and cooperation between agencies related
to seabird and marine habitat protection in China, and to
promote coordination on this matter with Mazu and Taipei.
The international coordination role of BirdLife is also
recognised. BirdLife in Asia will compile the proceedings
of the meeting and liaise with agencies and organisations in
China for follow-up actions.

After the meeting in Zhejiang the BirdLife team moved
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to Fuzhou of Fujian Province for a student volunteer

team symposium. Fuzhou is located close to the Mazu
Islands, the other breeding ground of the Chinese Crested
Tern. BirdLife supported Fujian Bird Watching Society to
establish student volunteer groups to promote conservation
awareness of the Chinese Crested Tern. On 17 July 2010
an award ceremony was held for four of these groups at
the Fujian Fishery Department. Because of these activities
more and more people in mainland China now know about
the importance of seabird protection.

The meeting in Xiangshan was supported by the
Xiangshan County Government, the Zhejiang Wildlife
Protection Association and the Zhejiang Natural History
Museum. The overall activity is sponsored by the Japan
Fund for Global Environment.
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Top: A meeting on conservation of the Chinese Crested Tern held in mainland
China
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Bottom: Two Chinese Crested Terns (in the middle with black tips on the bills
and light backs) together with Great Crested Terns

T 2HOEAYYFTFIYY (RREBOBDEHE BOFLIHA R VME
F) EAATIY DR

Cover:
Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas
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This species breeds in islands in Southeast Asia including Japan and migrates to the sea areas near the equator after breeding and winters there.
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BirdLife Begins Assessment on Biodiversity Activities by Businesses

Dr. Keiko Suzue - Head of Program Development, BirdLife Asia
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Biodiversity is a critical issue which affects business
sustainability. ‘Businesses and Biodiversity” was one of the
major agendas at the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) 10th Conference of Parties (COP-10) held in
Nagoya. However, the concept of ‘biodiversity’ is difficult
for business to grasp. To address this, BirdLife in Asia and
NKSJ Risk Management Inc. have developed ‘Consulting
on Biodiversity’ to clarify biodiversity issues for businesses
by assessing their activities and supporting their efforts
towards minimising their impacts on biodiversity
by involving an assessment in their environmental
management system. The service is composed of the
following three phases.

Meanwhile, BirdLife in Asia has already issued the
‘Evaluation on products and corporate activities for
biodiversity by a third party’ for Panasonic Corporation
in March 2010 as a measure to accelerate businesses to
tackle biodiversity issues. (Please refer to Page 11 of our
Newsletter No. 31)
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systems into corporate strategy

+ Supporting decision making on policies and strategies + Supporting the establishment of a system + Supporting communication with external stakeholders

ESIRIEICE T 2 IEEN R BRI I ED B 126, IREMBEA\DEHF AN,
HHIBRLEEDIZXIAY AT LBRAETIE,
- HEt BEERELE - RHEESE - ABXT—IFRIVE—EnO

NI RZED AL ARIERL Y FH A
NI LE=EFEEAE, 2HL TV
E

Supporting the introduction and establishment of biodiversity management

In Phase 1, we will assess the biodiversity activities of corporation’s activities from the level of achievement (PDCA) and the contents of its efforts.
The ‘Consulting on Biodiversity’ this time is for the financial sector. One for the manufacturing industry will follow in December. We will continue to develop a
new program which can be used by various businesses including the service industry.
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BirdLife in Asia’s Touring Photo Exhibition Finished with Great Success

Dr. Keiko Suzue - Head of Program Development, BirdLife Asia
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BirdLife in Asia’s Touring Photo Exhibition’, which
was held to commemorate the Convention on Biological
Diversity’s (CBD) 10th Conference of the Parties (COP
10), the highlight of the International Year of Biodiversity
(IYB), finished on a great high with 50,000 visitors in six
months.

At the six shrines across Japan where the exhibitions
were held, about 100 photos of forests, seas, polar regions,
world heritage sites and people were exhibited to show
the current state of nature. Images were by Mr. Koichi
Fujiwara who supervised the exhibitions, as well as 20
photos of birds taken by HIH Princess Takamado, Honorary
President of BirdLife International. In addition to the photo
exhibitions, BirdLife organised seminars to explain to
visitors about the biodiversity being conserved in the shrine
forests of Japan. We would like to express our appreciation
to the shrines which cooperated with BirdLife in Asia for
the event.

Photo Exhibition Sites and Schedule:

Kotohiragu Shrine (Kagawa Pref.) May 1 — May 23

Meiji Shrine (Tokyo) June 10 — July 4

Hokkaido Shrine (Hokkaido) July 17 — August 5

Dazaifu Tenmangu (Fukuoka) August 10 — August 27
Izumo Shrine (Shimane Pref.) September 4 — September 20
Atsuta Shrine (Aichi Pref.) October 14 — October 29

An exhibition
using the corridor
of the shrine in
Hokkaido
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HIH Princess
Takamado paid a
visit at a preview
exhibition held in
a Japanese style
room in Fukuoka
Prefecture
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A convivial party
after the preview
in Aichi Prefecture
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BirdLife in Asia’s Gala Dinner 2010 Held in Tokyo

Dr. Keiko Suzue — Head of Program Development, BirdLife Asia
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BirdLife in Asia’s Gala Dinner 2010’ was held at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel in Tokyo on October 29th with the goal
to help conserve tropical rainforests. This was the second
time the event had been held and it was enjoyed by 515
participants. A charity auction was held in the presence of
HIH Princess Takamado, Honorary President of BirdLife
International, Princess Tsuguko (Princess Takamado’s
eldest daughter), HSH Prince Albert of Monaco and his
fiancée, and HRH Prince Robert of Luxemburg. The
proceeds from the auction will be donated to the ‘Forests
of Hope’ programme, which BirdLife International is
conducting worldwide to conserve tropical rainforests.

Left: 515 guests gathered in the ballroom
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Right: HIH Princess Takamado entered the ballroom with overseas royal
guests
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From the Editor

Happy New Year! The biggest event in conservation
activities in 2010 was the successful CBD COP-10 held
in Japan in October. What is more important, however,
is the implementation of what were agreed on at the
meeting by joining forces across the world. BirdLife will
continue the efforts in nature conservation focusing on
birds and report the state in this newsletter.

Chief Editor: Naohiro Ueno
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BirdLife Asia Division :

TM Suidobashi Bldg., 4F,

Misaki-cho 2-14-6, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0061, Japan
Tel : +81 35213 0461  Fax : +81 3 5213 0462

Email : info@birdlife-asia.org
NPOEAN N—=FF47 - 77
T 101-0061

HORUERT-AUH X ZIRHT 2-14-6  TM KB E L 4 [
#EiE  03-5213-0461 7 7 v 7 A 03-5213-0462
E X —)L : info@birdlife-asia.org

F—LR— : www.birdlife-asia.org (BEF;TEHT)

URL : www.birdlife-asia.org

January 2011

BirdLife Asia's Partner

B —

.
. -y z‘
perEmce = ' &

B ST \iTl RL‘-IP{IEI\

2




