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BirdLife Asia is Growing, BirdLife Asia is Changing

Cristi Marie C. Nozawa — Regional Director, BirdLife Asia
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It has been almost 10 years since the idea of having
a BirdLife Tokyo office was born. BirdLife Asia has
gone a long way from an initial 2-person operation
based in Shinjuku-ku to now 7 full time staff plus part
time personnel based in Chiyoda-ku. Very committed
conservationists in Japan have supported us all these years
and to them we offer our most sincere appreciation.

Today BirdLife Asia has programmes that include:
1) Forest of Hope Programme — an innovative
forest conservation programme aiming to conserve
forest biodiversity, reduce carbon emissions from
deforestation and benefitting local people in initially 4
Asian Countries
(Indonesia, Cambodia, Malaysia and the Philippines);
2) Marine and Seabird Conservation Programme
beginning to identify important sites in Asia for marine
biodiversity using seabirds as indicators;
3) Flyway Programme. An emerging programme on
conservation of migratory species including both
waterbirds and forest migrants.
Important Bird Areas Programme, BirdLife has
been working to towards conservation action for
over 2000 IBAs in the region. In the recent years,
we have completed identification of IBAs in the two
biggest countries in the world — China and India. IBA
monitoring is underway in some countries.
5) Preventing Extinction Programme - BirdLife Asia
has prioritised work to conserve the most threatened
species in the region. BirdLife International, on the
request of the Convention on Migratory Species
(CMYS) has developed species action plans for two of
the most critically endangered species in Asia - the
Spoonbill sandpiper and the Chinese crested tern and
the endangered Black Faced Spoonbill.
Climate change assessment - In the last two years,
BirdLife Asia has also began modeling the impacts
of climate change on Birds and IBAs in the Lower
Mekong and the Eastern Himalayas.
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BirdLife Asia is always looking for better and more
effective ways to respond to the conservation needs in the
region and the development needs of BirdLife Partners.

In the coming years, the Japan office of BirdLife Asia

will focus primarily on programme development and
supporting our marine/seabirds programme and emerging
flyway partnership as Secretariat for Japan. We will expand
considerably our efforts to conserve habitats (primarily
forests and wetlands), take action for the most threatened
species, ensure ecosystems services and undertake innovative
measures to conserve IBAs and work alongside local people.
In all of these efforts, we have to factor in the uncertainties
brought about by climate change. The coming years will be
very exciting for all of BirdLife in Asia and we invite you to
continue to support and work with us in these new phase in
the evolution of BirdLife Asia.

International Year of Forests

Last year, we successfully participated in the International
Year of Biodiversity and this year we will work to make the
International Year of the Forest more meaningful for not
only biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation
and adaptation but also for the benefit of local people and
the person-on-the street. This year, BirdLife Asia will
substantially increase its efforts in securing and avoiding
deforestation of substantial areas of important forests in
South East Asia to begin with. We have secured the support
from Toyota Foundation by which we are able to support
forest conservation work by Haribon Foundation, BirdLife
Partner in the Philippines with local conservation groups in
Manleluag National Park in the Zambales Mountain IBA in
the Luzon. We aim to gain significant progress in work on
securing tenure for the most threatened IBAs in South East
Asia through the Forest of Hope Programme. Following
the lessons from the Harapan Forest experience in Indonesia
and adapting these to the different national situations and
context in Cambodia, Malaysia and the Philippines. Urgent
conservation action is needed for threatened sites like
Western Siem Pang IBA in Cambodia, Belum-Temenggor
forest complex and a forest IBA in Sarawak in Malaysia and
sites in the Irid-Angelo, Hilong-hilong and Diwata IBAs in
the Philippines.

Noritaka Ichida — an Appreciation

Report on the 5th Partners’ Conference Network of
East Asia-Australian Flyway

BirdLife International and the Convention on
Biological Diversity Sign Agreement for Biodiversity
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Marine-based Wind Power Stations and their Impacts

on Wild Birds

Tatsuya Ura - Conservation Department, Wild Bird Society of Japan
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Wind-power generation has been widely introduced
worldwide, as a clean form of energy to help prevent
global warming, In Japan, too, it is strongly promoted
by the Global Warming Prevention Guideline. Due to the
declining number of suitable construction sites on land, as
well as better wind conditions along the coasts, marine-
based wind power generation is expected to be further
advanced as the provider of renewable energy.

The New Energy and Industrial Technology
Development Organization (NEDO) is conducting
demonstration projects off the coasts of Choshi and Kita-
Kyushu Cities to verify the possibility of construction of
offshore fixed wind power stations. A private company
also plans to set them up off the coast of Tottori prefecture.
The government is to launch an investigation into whether
it is possible to build floating wind power stations,
because there are few sea areas around the Japanese coast
sufficiently shallow for the construction of fixed wind
turbines.

In European countries, including England, Belgium,
Denmark and Germany, wind turbines with the total
installed capacity of 2,396MW are already in action(EWEA
2010). But the more the turbines come into use, the more
cases are reported concerning their impact on sea and shore
birds.

Species affected by marine-based wind power stations
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are mostly seabirds, together with grebes, sea ducks,
migratory shorebirds and birds of prey, as well as some
small passerine birds (Drewitt & Langston 2006). These
birds are known to suffer not only from direct ill effects
like breeding obstruction, which forces them to give up
habitats, and barrier effects, but also from cumulative ones.
In Horns Rev, Denmark, for instance, numbers of Northern
Gannet (Morus bassanus), Common Scoter (Melanitta
nigra), Common Guillemot (Uria aalge) and Razorbill
(Alca torda) have significantly decreased within a radius
of 2-4km around the turbines. Investigations strongly
suggests that after the construction of wind power stations
in Horns Rev and Nysted, also in Denmark, migratory birds
have had to change their routes. But the number of birds
dying by colliding with offshore wind turbines is unknown,
because so few bodies are found.

The seriousness of the impact of offshore turbines on
birds is considered to depend on topography and distance
from the coast. Generally, the closer the construction site
is to shore, the more likely the wind power stations will
affect activities, such as 1) flying between feeding places,
as in case of Common Scoters; between sleeping and
feeding places, as in the case of waders, plovers and ducks;
and between breeding and feeding places, as seen in case
of seabirds moving in large flocks;2) large-scale migration
along the coasts; and 3) taking-off and landing of migratory
birds. Construction of power stations in straits and other
migration bottlenecks is highly likely to force birds to
change their migration routes, putting them at serious risk
of collision, particularly in bad weather.

To alleviate these impacts, it is essential to make strategic
environmental assessments (SEAs) and to withdraw the
proposal if the construction is expected to cause harmful
effects to birds. In EU countries, when it is planned to
construct a wind-power station in an Important Bird Area,
the government demands that the parties involved try to
get agreement with the national bird protection association
(BirdLife Partner).

To our regret, this awareness has not been widely
accepted in Japan. We consider it urgent to raise
recognition of important sea areas among administrative
and business people, by increasing marine IBAs, which
should lead to the reduction of harmful impacts marine-
based wind power stations exert on birds.
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The Common Eider is one of species which is forced to

change the flyway due to the barrier effects by marine-
based wind power stations.
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Kitllitz’s Murrelet Conservation in Kamchatka

Dr. Yuri Artukhin - BirdsRussia Seabird Expert for the Far East,
Kamchatka Branch of Pacific Geographical Institute, Russian Academy of Science
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Kittlitz’s Murrelet Brachyramphus brevirostris is a rare,
poorly-known seabird species of Alaska and north-eastern
Asia. It is listed as Critically Endangered by BirdLife on behalf
of the [UCN Red List. A significant part of the global Kittlitz’s
Murrelet population inhabits the north-west coast of the
Kamchatka region, where birds are continuously distributed
from Dezhnev Bay to Kamchatsky Bay, except for waters
adjoining the flat land areas in the bays. Intense harvesting
of salmon is conducted in this area, so by-catch in the coastal
fisheries may be a potentially significant threat for the species.

In 2010 BirdLife Asia and its potential Russian Affiliate
Birds Russia developed a project to provide an expert
assessment of the potential risks from coastal salmon fishing to
the Kittlitz’s Murrelet population in Kamchatka. The research
was carried out by the Kamchatka branch of Birds Russia.
Observations were carried out during the summer period from
16 fishery plots situated on the seashore from Karaginsky
Bay to the southeastern Koryak Highlands. Participants in the
project (seabird and fish biologists) conducted regular surveys
of fishing operations in order to study the peculiarities of the
use of different fishing equipment, and to document the rates
of seabird by-catch. They also collected questionnaire data on
seabird by-catch using a special leaflet on the identification of
Kittlitz’s and Long-billed Murrelets. The total number of the
respondents was 80 (mostly fishermen and residents of local
villages).
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Summer distribution of Kittlitz’s Murrelets in the Kamchatka region based
on transects survey conducted by P. Vyatkin (KB PGI RAS).
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During the fishery campaign 2010, we recorded no cases
of Kittlitz’s Murrelet by-catch. In the region, the principle
equipment used for salmon fishing was marine traps and haul
nets. The risk of birds becoming entangled in these is very low
in view of their design and operation. The maximum threat
to the birds is from fixed and drift gill nets: according to the
results of the questionnaires, murrelets can sometimes become
entangled in these nets. However, the salmon gill net fishing
plots barely overlap with the principal summer aggregations of
Kittlitz’s Murrelets. Most often these areas are spatially distinct,
which minimizes the risks of by-catch for murrelets. Moreover,
in recent years the usage of the gill nets has become unpopular;
the modern commercial fishery uses marine traps and haul nets,
as more efficient. While occasional cases of incidental catch
of Kittlitz’s Murrelets in gill nets cannot be excluded, and in
the past years unidentified murrelets have sometimes become
entangled in the course of maintenance of fishing gear in
lagoons or estuaries, in general these cases cannot influence the
population status due to their very low frequency and sporadic
character.

We conclude that the current system of salmon coastal
fisheries in Kamchatka and the adjacent coast of the north-
east part of Koryak Highlands cannot have serious negative
effects on the population of Kittlitz’s Murrelet inhabiting
the region. However, it is important to study this problem in
Chukotka, where there are known cases of Kittlitz’s Murrelets
drowning in the fishing nets used by native people in coastal
villages. Among the other priority tasks in the protection of the
Asian Kittlitz’s Murrelet population are surveys of potential
breeding areas, a more accurate definition of the distribution
of its main breeding areas, statistically robust determination of
the size of the Asian population, defining regional and global
population structure through genetic analyses, and establishing
and maintaining population monitoring in representative and
feasible areas.
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Distribution of Pacific salmon catches among the fishery plots, engaged into
the campaign 2010. Asterisks mark the principle stations for researches on
the project in 2010.
2010 FORFERRTHDBERA Y MNCBFZ/NYT1v T - $—Fv
DHEEONHE  *2010F70Y 0 NOFEREWS

23, Vo ORI Uit &7 2 A X X OE ORI
BEALEBREL TR, LA LEY I AL A
JeHZ 22 S BRI S TN T W B 2 W
% . ORI RDNRICE ED SN TS, L
2R LA T, EEMEEE O X 9 &
RO L OERIENEAINSE L) ILhk>TWwS,
AN S AR ADMEARR] LIS B &) FHHS
BFE L7 Z EiF RSS2 w L, @RI, HIIPAD
TLICHEZ3E L Cw b, MIZRNERS
7 I ARXDOMBHEI N EbH o, Ll
ﬁ ELTE, 20X BFHHED oIz E
AERBUCHEE R UTT LB 21T,
*M:%@?ﬁ%ﬁmi ALF Y hEREETLa) Py
7 BRI OIR R CEE TN TOL 33 7 ifihs,
DOHIFIZ AT 2 a N2 7 2 2 XX DBURICEL 72~
AFAEELZRIZT LD 28V, LwHI LT
Hb, LrLFaa—ricB0Tdh ZofJEIZOWT
HET S EIFHEETH S, JOHIETIE, IHFON
DIAERPMF o T HfHIc L 2307 I AR XD
WEHEBFAELTVE L BEMOREETH S, 7
PTICBIF B aNT Y I AR OGNS E LB
TAREZDMhDFEICIZ, HHEOFREMED & 2 Hikd %
PFET B8, FEEEMO DA% L) IEMICERT
22k, TYTICBYZERBERICHEET S 2
BARSTHTIC & 0 Hidsry - TSN 7 2 RS IE % e
?5 & FERENTAE 2 T2 A BRI B 2 A S ik
MR T 2L, REVHITFonkI,

Marine trap nets are the most important gears for coastal salmon fishery
provided more 95% of commercial harvest. Photo by A. Maslov.
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The Kitllitz’s Murrelet is a rare bird and listed as Critical Endangered species. By-catch with salmon fishing is a significant threat for the bird.
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Thanking you very much for your support, and looking forward to

the future

Noritaka Ichida - Special Advisor to BirdLife International (Ex-vice President)
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I have resigned as Vice President of BirdLife
International as of December 2010. Since 2002, when
BirdLife Asia opened its office, it has been led and
supported by a number of people. I would like to express
my deepest gratitude all these people because thanks
to them, BirdLife Asia has had considerable success
in conserving birds and their habitats in Asia. We have
received great support, especially, from HIH Princess
Takamado, Honorary President of BirdLife International, as
well as Mr. Takamasa Senge, Special Advisor to BirdLife
Asia, from the very beginning. This is the best thing not
only for me but also for BirdLife.

I had been tackling nature conservation issues from the
Wild Bird Society of Japan (WBSJ: BirdLife Partner in
Japan) for about 30 years before BirdLife Asia’s office was
opened. Therefore, my work for conservation totals about
40 years, and the changes in Japan during this period are
extraordinary.

In 1970, when I started working for WBSJ, Japanese
society had already been upset by pollution and the large-
scale destruction of nature, such as Minamata disease
caused by sea pollution due to discharged water from a
factory, and the planned construction of mountain road
through Oze National Park. The Ministry of Environment
did not yet exist at that time, and “Why?”” was the first
word we heard when we said, “Let’s conserve wild birds.”

Illegal hunting of the Dusky Thrush and Rustic Bunting
using mist nets was common. Although the use of mist
nets was prohibited in 1947, illegal hunting was still
done at a large scale in six prefectures of Chubu region
(central Japan) such as in Gifu and Fukui Prefectures. It
was estimated that four million birds were the victims of
such illegal hunting during autumn migration, and those
birds were sold for high prices as ‘delicacies’. Even if we
took illegal hunters to a local police station, we were often
scolded by them, asking us, “With what kind of authority
do you do this?”

40 years later, COP10 of the Convention of Biological
Diversity was held in Nagoya last year. Much to my
surprise, the technical term ‘biodiversity’ is used today
by everyone, without any feeling of strangeness. Nobody
asks “Why do you conserve birds?” any longer. People are
talking about the conservation of biodiversity!

I believe that there has been great progress in the
understanding of the need for nature conservation not
only in Japan, but elsewhere in Asia and across the world.
I believe a great number of people have cooperated to
achieve this goal. I would like to extend my congratulations
to each person in every place in the world who has made
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such great efforts.

However, it is a fact that it is too early to celebrate.
Although it is certain that understanding on environmental
issues has greatly advanced, has conservation really
advanced to the same level?

In Japan, there is a concern about the decrease of
summer visitors such as the Japanese Paradise-flycatcher
and Ruddy Kingfisher, which return to Japan at the
beginning of summer and breed here. It is said that
these birds have decreased to only about 10% of their
numbers 20 years ago. | was astonished when I visited
the mountains in early summer to find that the number
of birds had decreased so much in recent years. I used to
enjoy listening to the chorus of singing birds in the early
morning, but today I cannot hear the chorus any longer. Of
course, birds are singing, but it is not a chorus but solos by
individual birds. And what is more strange is that there are
no insects.

I did not know why the number of summer visitors
had decreased. But, knowing there must be some reason,

I called for monitoring of the potential causes. Recently,
one of the possible causes is coming clear. It is a pesticide
chemical called ‘Neonicotinoid’. This is a new pesticide
which has become popular in the last 15 years, and it

is now being said that the large-scale disappearance of
honeybees may have been caused by this chemical.

I do hope that BirdLife, which is closely engaged
with nature and birds, will tackle this issue. The purpose
of discussing conservation is not just to deepen people’s
understanding, but ultimately to advance conservation
itself.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to you all for
enabling me to work to my utmost power for such a long
time. And I do hope that you will do your best to conserve
birds and insects which have been driven into a corner.

Thank you very much.

The Black Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone atrocaudata is a summer visitor
species to Japan. It is said that its population has decreased to only about
10% of the number 20 years ago.
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Editor’s Note:

Mr. Ichida will remain to be linked to BirdLife as a
Special Advisor to BirdLife Asia. His private e-mail
address is ichida@mopera.net
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Noritaka Ichida — an Appreciation

Richard Grimmett - Director for Conservation, BirdLife International
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Noritaka Ichida is one of Asia’s leading conservationists.
His retirement at the end of last year follows a career
spanning over 40 years during which he led the Wild Bird
Society of Japan (WBSJ) and BirdLife in Asia in achieving
great things for bird and habitat conservation.

Throughout his career, Ichida-san was a strong supporter
of water bird and wetland conservation. Under Ichida-
san’s leadership, WBSJ was very influential in persuading
other Asian countries to join the Ramsar Convention,
most notably Philippines, Thailand and Myanmar. Ichida-
san also played a key role in the establishment of the
Crane Reserve Network in Asia, and the designation of
crane reserves in Russia, China and Japan (most notably
Muraviovka in eastern Russia, which became the country’s
first privately managed nature reserve).

Ichida-san was also a driving force behind the
development of the BirdLife Partnership in Asia. As
Chairman of the BirdLife Asia Council, he oversaw the
completion of the Asian Red Data Book and Important
Bird Areas inventory, and the establishment of the BirdLife
regional office in Tokyo. He was also a champion of young
conservation leaders, inspiring and providing unwavering
support to many Asian conservationists in the early stages
of their research or careers.

Closer to home, Ichida-san has been a committed
advocate of conservation in Okinawa, and its important
and threatened forests. Ichida-san has succeeded in raising
the islands’ international profile, helped to establish private
forest reserves, and advocated for the designation of
Yambaru (in the north of the island) as a National Park. It is
very appropriate that Ichida-san plans to retire in Yambaru,
and devote more of his time to conservation there.

I am confident I speak for all in BirdLife in Asia, and
worldwide, in expressing great thanks and admiration for
all that Ichida-san has achieved, and to wish him well in
retirement.
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Report on the 5th Partners’ Conference  Network of East Asia-

Australian Flyway

Nobuhiko Kishimoto - Flyway Researcher, BirdLife Asia
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As is widely known, more than half the 700 bird species
that occur in Japan are migratory. The routes they use are
called flyways. In order to conserve them, it is urgent not
only to set up conservation activity within our country, but
also to work cooperatively worldwide with the countries
those birds pass through. This is how we have arrived
at the idea of conservation by an international network
connecting various sites on the route.

The flyway by which migrant birds come to Japan is
called the East Asia & Australian Flyway (EAAF), which
led us to name the present network the EAAF Partnership.
The EAAF Partnership is an international organisation,
and BirdLife Asia, together with the Ministry of the
Environment and other bird protection organisations, is
one of the partners responsible for its domestic secretariat
business.

The EAAF Partnership convenes a partner’s conference
annually. The 5th conference was held in Siem Reap,
Cambodia, in December, 2010. Representatives from
15 or more nations and areas, as well as related persons,
participated in the conference, and so did BirdLife Asia.

Aiming to establish a system for the next five years,
we discussed various matters such as bird monitoring as
a biodiversity indicator, the rules of bird banding, and
conservation of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper and other
threatened species. The conference also elected new
members of the administrative committee. BirdLife Asia
is one of those elected, and is expected to work as a core
member to drive the organization into still more positive
actions.

The fifth partners’ conference of the network of East Asia-Australian Flyway
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BirdLife International and the Convention on Biological Diversity Sign

Agreement for Biodiversity
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BirdLife International and the Convention on Biological
Diversity Secretariat on 20 December 2010 signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance
cooperation on issues of common interest. The agreement
was formalised in Tokyo, Japan in the presence of
BirdLife International’s Honorary President, HIH Princess
Takamado.

The new agreement is an expression of the desire
of BirdLife and the CBD Secretariat to enhance their
cooperation especially in the light of the recent adoption of
the Strategic Plan for the Convention 2011-2020 and the
‘Aichi Targets’ during the 10th Conference of the Parties
to the CBD which took place in Nagoya, Japan on 18 — 29
October 2010.

Biological diversity — or biodiversity — is the term
given to the variety of life on
Earth. It forms the web of life of
which we are an integral part and
upon which we so fully depend.
Scientists have so far described
around 1.8 million species, and
birds, with over 10,000 described
species, are the best-known and
most researched group of all.

The CBD is a treaty which
has been ratified by 193 countries
who have formally committed
themselves to the conservation
of biodiversity in the context of
sustainable development.

The main objectives of
the global treaty are: (i) the
conservation of biological
diversity; (ii) the sustainable use
of biological diversity, and; (iii)
the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising out of the use of
genetic resources.
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Dr Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary of the CBD, signs the
agreement in the presence of BirdLife International’s Honorary
President, HIH Princess Takamado.
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