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Conservation Action for
the Critically Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper

Mike Crosby — Senior Conservation Officer, BirdLife International Asia Division
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Spoon-billed Sandpiper Eurynorhynchus pygmeus
(SBS) is a charismatic shorebird with an amazing spoon-
shaped bill. It is Critically Endangered on the [IUCN
Red List because it has an extremely small population,
recently estimated at just 120-200 pairs, that is rapidly
declining. It breeds on coastal spits in Chukotka and
Kamchatka in north-east Russia, and migrates through
Japan, North Korea, South Korea and eastern China. The
largest known non-breeding populations are in Myanmar
and Bangladesh, with smaller numbers in India, Thailand,
Vietnam and southern China, and occasional records in Sri
Lanka, the Philippines, Malaysia and Singapore.

The reclamation of inter-tidal wetlands in its passage
and wintering range is one of the main long-term threats
to SBS and many other waterbirds in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway. However, recent surveys have
found that large numbers of SBS and other shorebirds are
being hunted on their wintering grounds in Myanmar and
Bangladesh, and probably also on migration in Russia,
and this is now considered to be the single most important
factor in the on-going decline of SBS.

SBS is one of the most wide-ranging Critically
Endangered species worldwide, and it is a great challenge
to implement the actions needed to prevent its extinction.
Fortunately, many people in Asia and elsewhere are
becoming concerned about the species, and new projects
and fund-raising activities are being developed. The
BirdLife Asia Partnership has had a long involvement,
including compiling the first comprehensive account
on SBS conservation for Threatened Birds of Asia:
the BirdLife International Red Data Book in 2001 and
identifying 42 key sites for SBS as Important Bird Areas.
In 2010, BirdLife Asia published an International Species
Action Plan for SBS on behalf of the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS) Secretariat, compiled with input
from experts in all range states and outlining the urgent
conservation measures required for the species and its
habitats.
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A newborn chick of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper in Chukotka, Russia
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An important new development is the establishment
of a SBS Task Force under the East Asian-Australasian
Flyway Partnership (www.eaaflyway.net), to promote
implementation of the SBS Action Plan. The Task Force
has members in all key range states and Birds Russia has
been invited to coordinate it, with Evgeny Syroechkovskiy
as Chair and Christoph Zdckler as the Secretary, who have
both played a leading role in SBS research and conservation.
Several BirdLife Partners and Species Guardians are actively
involved in SBS conservation and will be members of the
Task Force, including those outlined below.

Russian scientists have conducted important studies on
the distribution and ecology of SBS, and have joined several
recent surveys in the non-breeding grounds. Since 2008, a
BirdLife and Birds Russia (SBS Species Guardian in Russia
under BirdLife’s Preventing Extinctions Programme) project
has continued long-term monitoring and protection of the
important breeding population at Meinopylgino, surveyed
poorly-known nesting sites and raised awareness of the
plight of SBS. Over the next two years, the project will also
investigate the threat posed by shorebird hunting at passage
sites south of the breeding grounds, and engage with local
communities, authorities and hunting agencies to reduce the
hunting pressure.

Recent surveys by the Biodiversity and Nature
Conservation Association (BANCA, BirdLife Affiliate and
SBS Species Guardian) and an international team discovered
that Myanmar supports the largest known non-breeding
population of SBS, but that shorebird trapping there is
probably a major factor in the species’ decline. To address
this, BANCA carried out socio-economic studies in local
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villages at the Gulf of Martaban followed up by provision of
alternative livelihoods to bird trappers to reduce the trapping
pressure. Similar measures to address shorebird trapping are
being carried out by Bangladesh Bird Club at key SBS sites
in Bangladesh.

Bird Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST, BirdLife
Partner and SBS Species Guardian) recently prepared a
national SBS Action Plan with the Department of Marine
and Coastal Resources. They are working to protect Khok
Kham and other key SBS sites in the Inner Gulf of Thailand,
including by promoting their designation as new Ramsar
sites. The BirdLife Vietnam Programme has been involved in
monitoring and management of the Red River delta, the key
site for non-breeding SBS in Vietnam, including supporting
the Vietnamese Government with the designation and
management of new protected areas that will help protect the
species.

BirdLife’s China Programme (an initiative of BirdLife
Asia and Hong Kong Bird Watching Society) is working
with the Wild Bird Society of Shanghai and Fujian Bird
Watching Society on a project at Rudong in Jiangsu Province
and the Min Jiang estuary in Fujian Province. This will
monitor SBS and other waterbirds at these two key wetlands,
conduct education activities with local schools and raise
the awareness of local communities and authorities of the
importance of the inter-tidal habitats.

BirdLife is grateful to the many organisations and
individuals that have supported our work on SBS, including
WildSounds and Heritage Expeditions (the Species
Champions for SBS under the PEP), the David & Lucile
Packard Foundation (for support in Russia) and Disney
Friend for Change (for support in China).

A Spoon-billed Sandpiper which had been treated its injury in captivity was
released in Khok Kham, Thailand. Photo by Rob Robinson — BTO
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population is estimated at 120 ~ 200 pairs only.
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The Spoon-billed Sandpiper is identified a Critically Endangered species on the IUCN’s Red List. It breeds in Chukotka and Kamchatka in north-
east Russia and winters in south-east Asia such as Myanmar and Thailand passing through Japan, Korean Peninsula and eastern China. The global
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BirdLife in Vietnam: the Way Forward

Pham Tuan-Anh - Manager, BirdLife International Vietham Programme
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Birdlife Vietnam Programme is taking an important step to
sustain its twenty-year legacy in the country by transforming
into a national Birdlife affiliate NGO. This is in response to
the country’s socio-economic improvements and in line with
BirdLife International’s philosophy of being a partnership of
national grass-roots based organizations.

This transformation has also been a priority for network
development in BirdLife Asia Council’s strategy for the period
2008-2012. Several BirdLife partners in Asia namely Chinese
Wild Bird Federation, Malaysia Nature Society and Haribon
Foundation have enthusiastically expressed their willingness to
share their experience and support Vietnam Programme in this
challenging endeavor.

The transformation process was activated in 2010 and
is expected to be completed in the next three to five years.

A review of Vietnamese NGO legislation and consultations
conducted with local environmental NGOs, biodiversity
management agencies and leading Vietnam conservationists
have defined the niche for the future organization.
Acknowledging BirdLife’s strong science-base and remarkable
track records in Vietnam, the conservation community in the
country pointed out the following strategic areas:

* Conservation action on the ground (species and sites)

* Biodiversity monitoring

* Biodiversity with link to sustainable development, human

wellbeing and in the context of climate change

+ Conservation science capacity building

* Environmental awareness raising and education.

Key staff in Birdlife Vietham Programme acknowledged
that the process would be a daunting task given the country’s
not fully developed legal system and the current global
economic down-turn. However, they strongly believe that this
is the way forward!

Conservation and research team members of BirdLife International Vietnam
Programme
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Conservation Project in Zambales Moutains IBA in Pangasinan in the
Philippines Supported by Toyota Motor Corporation

Je-el Constantino-Ong - Head, Organizational Support Division, Haribon Foundation
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“Toyota Environmental Activities Grant Program” of
Toyota Motor Corporation is supporting a joint project of
BirdLife Asia and Haribon Foundation in Zambales Mountains
IBA in Mangatarem, Pangasinan Philippines, home to 96 Bird
Species of which 34 are endemic with three threatened species
. Mangatarem’s forest cover of 6,500 hectares is the largest
remaining forest cover in the entire province of Pangasinan,
which serves as the watershed for the entire province and where
the Manleluag Spring Protected Landscape (MSPL) is also
located. MSPL is a protected area declared in 2004 covering
an area of around 1,935 ha. About 27% or 313 hectares is
closed natural forest canopy due to natural regeneration for the
past years. Logging, kaingin (slash and burn), and charcoal
making resulted in rapid degradation of the forest. To this date
charcoal making continues as source of fuel and additional
source of income to forest dependent families. Majority of the
families in the seven (7) upland communities are poor farmers
practicing unsustainable agriculture using chemical farm inputs
resulting in decreasing soil productivity and emission of green
house gases exacerbating climate change. Many who do not
own farms depend on forest resources for their livelihood.
Continued dependence on the forest resources results in forest
degradation. Haribon has been working with two communities
to introduce sustainable agriculture, various livelihood activities
and forest restoration. In its efforts to conserve and protect
the forests the Local Government Unit (LGU) of Mangatarem
prepared their Forest Land Use Plan (FLUP) with the support
of Haribon and Birdlife. The LGU has also legislated laws
supporting forest conservation.

The project’s objective is to build on the initiatives of
Haribon and Birdlife in the area, which is to develop the
technical skills of the local people so they would take the lead
in conservation. Project outcomes include local people having
a deeper understanding of biodiversity, forest management,
forest degradation and climate change and local people
acquiring skills in biodiversity conservation and sustainable use
of forests. Concrete outputs are at least 30 forest rangers are
trained to protect and monitor the forests; 20 households raise
their income through various livelihood activities and the LGU
appropriating budget for forest conservation.

This one-year project started in January 2011. Last January
Birdlife and Haribon had a detailed discussion on project
implementation. The first three months was devoted to giving
orientations to the upland communities and the Barangay
officials on the project, on biodiversity conservation, on climate
change and the importance of forests in mitigating climate
change. Awareness raising panels on forests and climate
change is being designed. These panels will be displayed in the
community halls and in other public areas to raise awareness.
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41 potential forest rangers from the communities underwent
paralegal training. This is in preparation for their deputation
by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

The FLUP has been approved by the DENR. The co-
management agreement between the DENR and the LGU
over the management of the forest land has been signed by
both parties. These two documents will be the basis for the
management of the forest area.

As part of the conservation efforts the communities were
trained on rainforestation, a technology of restoring forests
using native species. One community has established it’s
nursery with financial support from the Barangay LGU.

To replicate the livelihood activities introduced in two
communities training on vermi composting (organic fertilizer)
was shared by practicing para technician trained by Haribon.
Soil analysis was conducted in coordination with the Municipal
Agriculture Office to improve organic rice production.
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Data Sources:

2003 Forest Cover of Mangatarem - DENR
Forest Line - DENR

MSPL - DENR
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Conserving Biodiversity, Respecting Rights

David Thomas - Head, Communities and Livelihood Division, BirdLife International
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Most people are familiar with BirdLife’s strapline,
‘Together for Birds and People’. And many also know
that these five words reflect commitments embedded in
BirdLife’s Mission and Strategy. But fewer will recognise
the role of conservation in reinforcing and asserting
people’s rights.

The BirdLife Partnership recently adopted a position
on Conservation and Rights, which “reaffirms BirdLife’s
commitment to support the basic and procedural rights of
the individual within its sphere of influence, and within a
framework that brings these rights alongside those of future
generations, wider society, and other species”.

In project after project we have found that conservation
can be more effective if people’s rights are respected and
fulfilled, so that they are involved rather than marginalised
or excluded. We have also found that conservation projects
that are well-designed and well-executed can make a
significant contribution to the fulfilment of human rights.
Of course, we also have a legal responsibility, as well as a
moral or ethical duty, to respect fundamental human rights,
and donors are increasingly requiring NGOs to demonstrate
that human rights are respected.

There is a danger that conservation activities
implemented without effective safeguards can harm human
rights. Conservation frequently involves bringing about
changes in the way natural resources are used and managed.
Strict environmental protection can exclude people and
deprive them of resources on which they depend, without
providing viable alternatives. Adopting a project process
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which respects people’s rights can help identify and avoid
or resolve such situations. The process should allow people
to have a say in the decisions that are made, and give them
an opportunity for genuine participation.

Some of the human rights that have a clear link to the
environment include the right to life and livelihood, the
right to health, and the right to clean, safe water. BirdLife
Partners can supply many example of projects that combine
biodiversity conservation with the reinforcement of these
rights.

There is also the right to practice one’s culture. In the
1990s populations of three Gyps vulture species in parts
of their ranges in South Asia fell by more than 95 percent
in just three years. It is now known that the cause of the
decline was exposure to carcases of animals that had been
treated with the drug diclofenac, which causes renal failure
in Gyps vultures. The decline in vultures has had serious
impacts on the ability of some religious groups, such as
Parsees in India, to practice their culture, as the birds play a
key part in their funerary rites. BirdLife’s Partner in India,
the Bombay Natural History Society, is working with the
Indian Government to ban diclofenac and replace it with
a safe alternative, and breeding vultures in captivity to re-
stock wild populations once it is safe to do so.

There are other categories of rights that are relevant to
conservation, though they are not as universally held as
human rights: the rights of society, the rights of nature,
and the rights of future generations. In practice it can
be impossible to deliver on all these rights (and also on
the rights claimed by different individuals), in the same
place, at the same time. The challenge for conservation
is to work through a process with rights-holders which
achieves an acceptable level of trade-offs, and, if necessary,
compensation.

You can find more detail about the links between
conservation and human rights, with examples of how
BirdLife Partners are working with local communities
on conservation and rights projects, at http://tinyurl.com/
conservation-and-rights.

You can find the full text of BirdLife’s position on
Conservation and Rights at http://www.birdlife.org/action/
ground/conservation-rights/index.html
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I Asian vultures will be extinct in the wild within a decade unless urgent action is
. ‘-ﬂ‘ﬁ'! taken. photo by: C Eames / www.rarebirdyearbook.com
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What we learned while visiting England:
How offshore wind power stations affect wild birds

Tatsuya Ura - Conservation Department, Wild Bird Society of Japan
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It is expected that offshore wind power will become
more popular and improved before too long in Japan. It
has drawn much attention, particularly after the disastrous
earthquake this March. In fact, in Yamaguchi and Tottori
Prefectures, some private companies were too impatient
to wait for the government to announce the results of the
experimental proof, and have already launched projects to
construct what will be the first offshore wind power stations
of our country. While the Japanese are yet to find more
about the distribution and habiting situation of seabirds, our
present circumstances threaten to propel the introduction
and promotion of the construction of such power stations
without sufficient knowledge of their influence on wild
birds. Subsidized by Japan Fund of Global Environment,
we decided to visit England, where they have plenty of
precedents, to inspect and gather information under the
following schedule:

During January 21-27, 2011

To visit

1) BirdLife International headquarters in Cambridge to
meet Lincoln Fishpool, Ben Lascelles, Robert Munroe,
Phil Taylor, Peter Hendley, Hazell Shokellu Thompson
and Beverley Childs,

2) RSPB headquarters in the Rodge to meet Rowena
Langston, Barrie Cooper, Sharon Thompson, Benedict
Gove, Steffen Oppel and Irene Sabiniarz

and

3) Minsmere Nature Reserve to meet Adam
Rowlands(RSPB), Scroby Sands and Susan Rendell-
Read(RSPB)

Marine-based wind power stations in Horns Rev, Denmark, one of the
world’s largest stations.
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On 21, we visited the headquarters of BirdLife
International, where we discussed IBAs and marine IBAs,
offshore wind power, climate control and conservation
of wild birds. What impressed us most were the facts as
follow:

* Breeding of terns will be severely affected by the
construction of wind power stations within 5-kilometer
radius of their habitats.

* What is most important in the environmental assessment
prior to the construction of offshore wind power stations
is their accumulative influences, rather than those on
individual birds.

Beverley was so kind to let us feel at home. I wish I
could re-visit her.

On the second day, we visited Minsmere Nature Reserve
and had a talk with Adam, who told us why, in England,
only a few wind power stations were constructed on land
and more were forwarded offshore, seabird situation in
the surrounding waters and how RSPB, businesses and
government are related to each other.

On 23, we went to Scroby Sands to see the actual
offshore wind power turbines. Susan explained us some
examples of negative effects of their construction on the
breeding of terns and the change of sand flow.

We visited RSPB on the next two days to discuss
marine IBA’s, environmental education, marine and coastal
policy and bio-energy related to conservation of wild birds.
Susan lectured on the influence of offshore wind power
stations on wild birds by showing slides. We learned that
red-throated divers and common scoters could give up their
nests, numerous terns clashed windmills to death and that
wind power stations could put barrier effects upon ducks
and geese.

We also visited North Norfolk Office, Renewable
UK and the Crown Estate and learned about the present
situation of offshore wind power in England, application
procedures for the construction of wind power stations and
evaluation methods of their environmental influences. As
a whole, the trip was as rewarding as expected, for which
we are grateful not only to BirdLIfe International and
RSPB, but also to the people we met as well as those who
support them. We would like to utilize what we acquired
from this inspection trip for our future activities.

| Suzan Rendell-Read, RSPB, explained that the construction of
windmills has caused negative effects to birds and environment at
Scroby Sands.
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Welcome: BirdLife International Asia Division

Cristi Marie C. Nozawa - Regional Director, BirdLife International Asia Division
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BirdLife Asia has changed registration from a non-
profit organization or NPO in Japan to an Ippan Shadan
Hojin. We ceased to become NPO BirdLife Asia last
31 March 2011 and became registered with the Tokyo
Registration office under the Ministry of Justice as BirdLife
International Asia Division beginning 1 April 2011.

Our new registration allows us to be comparable with
all the other regional offices of BirdLife International in
Europe, Pacific, Americas, Middle East and Africa. This
change also signals our greater focus to providing much
needed support to the BirdLife Asia Partnership.

Our trust as BirdLife International Asia Division
continues from the important conservation work that we
had as BirdLife Asia. We will build on this very important
legacy of BirdLife Asia. Many thanks again to all our
supporters.

Asia is amongst the fastest developing region in the
world today. The challenges for conservation action in the
region are tremendous because of this. The restructuring
that we are undergoing is to enable BirdLife International
to respond better to these challenges. The change in
name and registration here in Japan, will be followed by
an expansion of the Asia Division to a Singapore office
later this year. Other restructuring plans are underway
in Indochina. You will read in this issue as well, the
transformation of our Vietnam Programme into a national
NGO. As I have announced in the last issue, we are
changing to better serve you and better meet the demands
of conservation around Asia. We trust that you will
continue to support us as BirdLife International Asia
Division here in Japan.
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BirdLife International Asia Division :

TM Suidobashi Bldg., 4F,

Misaki-cho 2-14-6, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0061, Japan
Tel : +813 5213 0461  Fax : +81 3 5213 0462

Email : info@birdlife-asia.org ~ URL : www.birdlife-asia.org
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#EiE  03-5213-0461 7 7 v 7 A 03-5213-0462

E X —)L : info@birdlife-asia.org

F—LR— : www.birdlife-asia.org (BEF;TEHT)
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